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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, January 22, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

     Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:  Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.  She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment and 

asked that everyone that comes to this table does so with open hearts and open minds to 

serve the will of the people of Mount Kisco.  Our thoughts are also with the families of 

Grazia and Theresa, we know that you will be missed and that you were loved. 

 

1. Communications:  

a. Comprehensive Plan Update from BFJ Planning. 

 Mayor Picinich stated that the Village has launched the Comprehensive Plan process.  

This is a twelve (12) month process which will take us through the end of the year.  We will 

be taking a look at goals, objectives, and aspirations for our community.  We will be 

reviewing really important things such as land use, zoning, transportation, sustainable 

development.  All of these things are really important for our community.  So it’s our good 

fortune to introduce Mr. Frank Fish from BFJ Planning which is the organization that we will 

be working to help guide us through this process. 

 

 Mr. Fish stated that the first public workshop meeting will be held on Thursday, 

March 1st in the Mount Kisco Public Library from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm and at that time we 

will go over all of the details of our time-lines and schedule.  He highlighted the time table; 

the first work session will really be all about what we’ve been asked to do by the Village.  

We will discuss some key vision points from your Comprehensive Plan, and then engage in a 

Town Hall style meeting to test with the public the current goals and objectives of the 

Comprehensive Plan, which will help us set a stage for the work we are doing.  We are doing 

a Comprehensive Plan that State law suggests having ten (10) to twelve (12) chapters, we 

have about twelve (12) chapters in it.  There are things like land use and zoning, 

population, traffic, utilities, water, and sewer.  We are asked at the end to create a future 

Land Use Map and Zoning recommendations.  One of the things that is somewhat unique on 

this comprehensive plan is that there will be a separate chapter on the entire downtown 

area and that would also have a section on the Moger Parking lots.  Because of the 

importance of the downtown we are going to have two (2) Charrettes Workshops with maps 

on the downtown, the first date for that will be March 17, 2018 from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm.  

We are going to make a real effort to have maximum participation.  We are going to do at 

least three (3) workshops on the comprehensive plan and two (2) design workshops on 

downtown.  Once the committee that we are working with has digested all of this 

information, they will submit this to the Board of Trustees.  Under New York State Law only 

the Board of Trustees can adopt the actual plan.  So our overall schedule is to try to do this 

large amount of public participation throughout the spring, work on the document in a 

detailed way over the summer, and then come back to the Village Board of Trustees in the 

fall.  Hopefully, the committee can then transmit their recommendations to the Village 

Board.  It’s the Village Board of Trustees who holds the formal public hearing on the 

document, which hopefully will be done before the end of the year.   

 Mayor Picinich thanked Mr. Fish for attending tonight’s meeting and for sharing the 

information with the public.  This is the opportunity where the public gets to participate in 

determining our future.  So the only way that can and will happen is if you attend.  So mark 

your calendars for the 1st and the 17th of March.  There will be more following as well, but 

this will not be successful and the plan for our future will not be effective unless you are 

here and you’re engaged in this process.  So that is a fervent appeal.  Thank you.  

 

b. Letter from the Mount Kisco Arts Council re: 2nd Annual Summer Art & Music 

Festival. 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer authorizing the Mount Kisco Arts Council to hold their 2nd Annual Summer Art & 

Music Festival on Saturday, June 9, 2018 from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm, as detailed in their 

letter dated January 19, 2018; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 
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 c. Letter from the Mount Kisco Arts Council re: Funding Request. 

 Mayor Picinich stated that when the Village Board of Trustees approves the budget 

there is no question in her mind that there should certainly remain a line item there, so that 

is certainly the plan.  

 Trustee Grunthal asked that the Council provide the Village with a proposed budget 

request showing point by point how they plan to spend the funds. 

 

d. Letter from the Mount Kisco Arts Council re: Bi-monthly summer outdoor 

concert series at the Fountain Park at Village Hall. 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal authorizing the Mount Kisco Arts Council to hold their Bi-Monthly Summer Outdoor 

concert series at the “Fountain Park” at Village Hall on the following dates: June 13th and 

27th; July 11th and 25th; and August 8th and 22nd as detailed in their letter dated January 19, 

2018; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

2. Petitions: None. 

 

3. Board, Committee and Commission Reports:  

 a.  Historical Society Year – End Community Update. 

Mrs. Eva Marshall, President of the Mount Kisco Historical Society, along with Mr. 

Harry McCartney, Town Historian, gave an overview of the Historical Society’s 2017 

Accomplishments and their Planned Activities for 2018.  A copy of the presentation is 

available for viewing on the Village’s website at  

http://www.mountkiscony.gov/government/boards_and_commissions/village_historian_hist

orical_society.php. 

 

 
 

4. Village Manager’s Reports:  

 a. Monthly Water Report. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced that the total water production for both Byram 

Lake and the Leonard Park Wells for the month of December was 38,078,442 gallons for an 

average of 1,228,337 gallons per day.  The daily average production of Byram Lake for 

December was 1,166,000 gallons per day and 62,530 gallons per day from the Leonard Park 

Wells.  On December 1st Byram Lake Reservoir was at 87% of capacity.  On December 31st 

the lake capacity was at 86%.  The Leonard Park Wells were in service as of December 20th.  

The gauge at Byram Lake is frozen at this time.   

Trustee Schleimer pointed out that for people who have a serious sodium sensitivity, 

the sodium levels, while compliant with regulations, are higher than one would have hoped 

and they are almost twice the level for people who are severely subject to sodium 

restrictions.  So if anyone has that sensitivity, please check in and carefully review our 

water quality report to see if there are any steps that you need to take.  In the meantime, 

we will continue to monitor that and keep you advised.    

Trustee Grunthal replied that this needs to be kept in perspective.  The scale at 

which parts per million of sodium that is in the water is considered such that one needs to 

have some caution.  The level of concern for someone on a severely restricted sodium diet 

http://www.mountkiscony.gov/government/boards_and_commissions/village_historian_historical_society.php
http://www.mountkiscony.gov/government/boards_and_commissions/village_historian_historical_society.php
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is 20 parts per million and the level of concern for someone on a moderately restricted 

sodium diet is all the way up to 270 parts per million.  Our last report came in at 39 parts 

per million, so yes that is twice the minimum for people on a severely restricted sodium 

diet, but it is still very much at the low end of the scale.  So yes, anybody that has a severe 

sodium problem should check into it, but we are nowhere near panic stage at this point and 

well below any other levels.   

Mayor Picinich also added that this is specifically for people who have a severe 

sodium restriction as noted by their doctors, so that is the point that we want to make and 

again all of this information is available in our Water Quality Report. 

 

 b. Appointment of Deputy Receiver of Taxes. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced the appointment of Alyssa C. Forzano, Deputy 

Receiver of Taxes effective January 29, 2018.  We will introduce her formally at the next 

Village Board meeting. 

 

 c. Traffic Promulgation for Knowlton Avenue - Stop Signs. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced the following Traffic Promulgation for Knowlton 

Avenue: 

Stop signs shall be erected at the intersection of Knowlton Avenue and Valley View 

Terrace from all directions. 

 

 d. Traffic Promulgation for Knowlton Avenue - Speed Limit Amendment. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced the following Traffic Promulgation for Knowlton 

Avenue: 

The speed limit on Knowlton Avenue shall be 25 miles per hour it its entirety.   

The Department of Public Works will install and maintain signs along Knowlton 

Avenue to indicate a speed limit of 25 miles per hour.   

 

5. Board Reports: 

 Trustee Grunthal stated that it has been a terrific week.  We had our first 

Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting and you’ve heard all about that.  This Board also 

met with the Planning Board on various issues, which the Mayor will be reporting on later. 

 

 Trustee Schleimer made a brief statement regarding the traffic promulgation for 

Knowlton Avenue.  That initiative was as a result of an email sent by one of our residents, 

so I would let you know that your voices are heard and that if you have concerns in your 

neighborhood or in the Village and you let us know, we hear you, we respond, and we are 

happy to do so, because we are not always aware of difficulties in certain parts of the 

Village.  So your eyes and ears fill us in, let us know, and then we can take it from there, so 

thank you.  The Westchester Library System has made available free streaming films on 
demand through https://www.kanopystreaming.com/ and all you need is a library card.  Our Twiggs 
Thrift Shop which benefits our Northern Westchester Hospital is having a Valentine’s Day Sale from 
Feb. 12th to 16th.  The Teddy Bear Clinic and Health Fair, my favorite activity of the entire year, will 
be held on Saturday, April 21st from 9am to noon at the Northern Westchester Hospital Conference 
Center.  In closing, our neighbors in New Castle have created a new committee on diversity and 
inclusion and I’m asking our residents to contact me should you have interest in forming that 
committee.  I think it’s a very exciting idea and if there is support for it, we’ll see what happens.   
 
 Deputy Mayor Farber thanked the Historical Society for such a terrific end of the year 
community update.  It has been a real privilege for me to be part of the Historical Society and to do 
what I can to further its goals.  It takes a Village and the Historical Society is really doing its part in 
reminding us of our past, where we’ve been, and where we are going.  On Thursday, January 11th 
some of the Board Members went on a field trip to the Water Filtration Plant.  We got the diamond 
tour of the Mount Kisco Water and Sewer Systems.  It was very eye opening for me to see the 
technical side of how our water is purified, tested, and protected.  It was a fascinating day and many 
thanks again to Department of Public Works Foreman, Joseph Luppino and the entire Water 
Department for the huge service that you perform for us, and I will never take a glass of water for 
granted again.  The annual board meeting of the Mount Kisco Arts Council was held last Tuesday, 
January 16th.  Again, as we discussed earlier, so much is being planned for the coming year.  You 
got a preview from the letters submitted earlier this evening from Lisa Abzun and Beth Vetare-
Civitello.  The 2018 Summer Arts and Music Festival behind Village Hall will be a fantastic, amazing 
day and is planned for Saturday, June 9th.  We will be meeting with the Economic Development 
Council to plan a way for local businesses to support the arts.  This can be achieved by individual 
sponsorship for many of our future events and we are also talking about displaying local art in our 
stores and restaurants.  If you would like to sponsor a local concert or art event please contact me, 
Beth, or Lisa and we would be glad to discuss the details.  We are almost officially incorporated, the 
Arts Council Board is working on the last details to finalize our status.  I also want to thank the Mount 
Kisco 5K Run Association for their very generous donation to the Arts Council, they gave us 
$1,000.00 and we are so honored to receive it.  Event reminders; the Mount Kisco Chamber of 
Commerce will be sponsoring a meet and greet on Wednesday, January 31st, the Village Board will 
be at the Mount Kisco Diner at 8:30 am.  It is going to be a nice opportunity to discuss what is on 
your mind, so please join us.  Finally, on Saturday, February 3rd, Bedford 2020 will be holding a 
climate action summit, it will be a day of a lot of information, lectures, and learning about the 

https://www.kanopystreaming.com/
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environment and our climate, all are welcome to attend.  The event is being held at Fox Lane High 
School starting at 8:45 am and ending at 4:00 pm. 
 

 Mayor Picinich reported on the joint meeting that the Village Board of Trustees had 

with the Planning Board on January 18, 2018.  There have been some requests by some 

property owners to make some zoning text changes, in order to accommodate some 

different projects and in order for that to happen we have to make some changes to the 

zoning ordinance.  As a result, we were looking for some guidance and recommendations 

from the Planning Board after hearing presentations on these requests.  We will also have to 

hold public hearings, if we choose to move forward with these.  So I just wanted to alert the 

public about what some of these projects are; 

 333 North Bedford Road – They have the opportunity to move ShopRite from Bedford 

Hills to that location.  Presently, that area does not allow for a supermarket, so we are 

looking to determine how and if we should make that change in order to accommodate that 

project.  There was some agreement among the Planning Board Members and the Board of 

Trustees that that is something that we should work towards doing. 

 2 Morgan Drive – This zoning change request would be to allow for residential use in 

this area.  There has been a request to put in a Senior Enriched Living Facility.  There was 

an agreement by the majority (not the entire) of the Board of Trustees and also by the 

Planning Board, that that would be a good use in that area.  Again all of these are a process 

that we need to go through and there will be public hearings.   

 Oakwood Cemetery – This request was to use some of their space that is not being 

used for internments to put in a solar field, which would generate clean energy to be put 

back into the grid, which we could then offer up first to the residents of Mount Kisco.  

 All of these are issues that are currently being considered for changes in zoning.  We 

will keep everybody current and up-to-date as those proceed and progress.   

 

6. Old Business: 

a. Appointment to the Board of Ethics for a 3 year term. 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber to table this item until the next Village Board Meeting, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

7. New Business: 

a. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Sustainable 

Westchester Clean Transportation Project Intermunicipal Agreement. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber to table this item until the next Village Board meeting, pending further 

language review of the IMA by the Village Attorney and Trustee Schleimer;  

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

b. Schedule a public Hearing to discuss a local law amending Chapter 61 Energy 

Conservation. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Schleimer and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber to schedule a public hearing to discuss a proposed local law amending Chapter 

61 re: Energy Conservation for Monday, February 26, 2018 at 7:00 pm; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

8. Bills: 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated January 4, 2018 for the 

months of November & December 2017; all in favor. 

General Fund     $178,194.43 

Water Fund     $  21,312.47 

  Sewer Fund     $   4,911.01 

  Library Fund     $  34,389.00 

  Capital Fund     $  72,597.69 

Trust Fund     $   7,094.00 

    TOTAL   $318,498.60 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 
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   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

9. Minutes:   

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal approving the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 20, 2017 as submitted. 

Motion Adopted 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber approving the Work Session Meeting Minutes of November 27, 2017 as 

submitted. 

Motion Adopted 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal approving the Regular Meeting Minutes of December 18, 2017; as submitted. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal approving the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 8, 2018, as submitted.   

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Absent 

 

10. Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11. Public Comment: None. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion to close the 

Regular Village Board meeting at 8:45 pm was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded 

by Trustee Schleimer, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

   Mayor Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Farber  Aye 

   Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

 

 

 

/pm 


